South & West Cumberland Fisheries Advisory Committee 3rd June, 1974 by unknown
1. Welcome and opening remarks by the Chairman of the Regional. Fisheries 
Advisory Committee. 
2. Appointment of Chairman. 
3. Apologies for absence. 
4. Role and constitution of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee. 
5. Role and constitution of the Local Fisheries Advisory Committees. 
6. Water Quality representation on Local Fisheries Advisory Committees. 
7. Members' Allowances. 
8. Fisheries Estimates 1974/75 
9. Fishery Byelaws. 
10. "Taking Stock" - A Report to the Association of River Authorities. 
11. Fish mortality - River Marroia. 
12. Illegal fishing and prosecution of offenders. 
13. Date, time and venue of next meeting. 
Any other Business 
ITEM 4 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
SOUTH AND WEST CUMBERLAND FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
3RD JUNE, 1974 
THE ROLE AND CONSTITUTION OF THE REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
The following information relating to the role and constitution 
of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee is detailed for the information 
of members of this Committee:-
(a) Role 
Section 18 of the Water Act, 1973? makes it the specific duty of 
every Water Authority to maintain, improve and develop the salmon, 
trout, freshwater and eel fisheries in the area for which they 
exercise functions under the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Acts 
1923-1972 and it is interesting to note that the expression, "improve 
and develop", appears in place of the traditional "conserve". 
That section of the Act also makes it obligatory for each Authority 
to establish a Regional Advisory Committee for the whole of the area 
of the Authority and in addition such Local Advisory Committees as the 
Authority consider necessary to represent fishery interests in different 
parts of the area. 
As members are aware, the R e g i e F i s h e r i e s Advisory Committee does 
not possess executive powers, but may act in an advisory capacity only. 
Such matters as the maintenance, improvement and development of 
fisheries are to be communicated to the Water Management Committee (the 
Committee which controls the operational functions of the Authority), 
whilst recommendations in connection with fishing licence and permit 
duties will be referred to the Policy and Resources Committee whose 
responsibility it is to fix such dirties. 
Similarly the Authority will refer to the Regional Advisory Committee, 
through the Policy and Resources or Water Management Committee, matters 
within the scope of the Advisory Committee's functions. 
(b) Constitution 
The Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee comprises fifteen members, 
as follows: 
1. Chairmans Mr. J.R.S. Watson, M.A., elected to the Chair of this 
Committee by the Authority on 3**d October, 1973* 
(Mr. Watson is the member of the Authority appointed 
by the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
"with special knowledge of Fisheries"). 
Representatives from the following areas:-
2. Eden - E.P. Ecroyd 
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4. Furness & S. Westmorland - J.H. Fell 
5. Lune & Wyre - J.M. Croft 
6. Kibble - R.D. Houghton 
7. Lancashire Fisheries - T.A. Blackledge 
8. Mersey & Weaver - P.W. Jennings 
In addition to the above eight members the Constitution of the 
Committee is completed by -
9. A representative of the Netsmen - Wm. McKenna, the following five 
members of the North West Water Authority and the fishery member 
of the former Mersey and Weaver River Authority:-
10. Chairman of the Regional Land Drainage Committee - T.M. Farrer 
11. The member appointed for recreational interests - R.A. Parkin 
12. A member representing an area in the south where 
pollution is an issue - A.E? Hali 
13.- A member representing an area in the North where 
abstraction is an issue - G.B. Robinson 
14. A member of the Authority - E.H. Fleming Smith 
15. The member for fisheries on the former Mersey and leaver River Authority - F.R. James 
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Mersey and Weaver 
J.S. Bailey, 24 Sandyhill Road, Winsford. 
F. Egerton, 19 Bowden Drive, Northwich. 
*F.R. James, 34 Sweet Briar Crescent, Crewe. 
*P.W. Jennings, 34 Alwyn Street, Liverpool, 17. 
T.N. McLoughlin, 12 High Tree Drive, Henbury, Macclesfield. 
A. Ross, 19 Dugdale Avenue, Higher Blackley, Manchester, 9. 
F.W. Sims, B.V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., 6 Queen Street, Newcastle-Sunder-Lyme. 
o Member of the North West Water Authority. 
*Member of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee. 
ITEM 5 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
SOUTH AMD WEST CUMBERLAND FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
3RD JUNE, 1974 
THE ROLE AND CONSTITUTION OF LOCAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
She policy adopted by the North West Water Authority relating to the role 
and constitution of Local Fisheries Advisory Committees is detailed here-
under for members6 information. 
Hole 
The establishment of the Local Fisheries Advisory Committees is 
delegated, under the provision of Section 18 of the Water Act, 
1973, to the Water Authority whose responsibility it is to 
appoint such Local Committees as they consider necessary to 
represent fishery interests in different parts of their area. 
The Local Committees are in a position to discuss and formulate 
recommendations with regard to fisheries for their own area and 
such recommendations will then be forwarded for consideration by 
the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee and will subsequently 
be submitted to either the Policy and Resources or the Water 
Management Committee. 
It is the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee's intention that 
the Local Committees shall be encouraged to play their part in 
formulating the Fisheries Policy of the Authority and Local 
Committees should, at all times, feel free to consult with the 
Unit Fishery Officers within their aroa. In the case of this 
Committee, the relevant Unit Fisheries Officer is Mr. N. Mackenzie 
who may be contacted at the Cumberland River Unit, Chertsey Hill, 
Carlisle (Telephone No. Carlisle 25151)" The Local Committees 
will not, of course, be empowered to issue instructions to these 
officers. 
Constitution 
On 3rd December, 1973, the North West Water Authority resolved 
to establish the following Local Advisory Fisheries Committees: 
(1) Eden 
(2) South and West Cumberland 
(3) Lune, Wyre and Furness 
(4) South Lancashire 
(5) Mersey and Weaver 
At the meeting of the Authority held on 25th March, 1974, it was 
resolved to invite the persons listed below to serve on these 
Local Committees. In every case the numbers have been kept to a 
minimum compatible with the geography of the area and the interest 
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concerned. Each Local Committee contains at least one member of the 
Regional Advisory Committee and each Local Committee will appoint its 
own Chairman. In order to maintain a maximum degree of liaison 
between each Local Committee and the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committee it is considered that the Chairman of the Local Committee 
should be chosen from such members of that Committee as are also 
members of the Regional Committee. 
Eden 
W. Birkett, 8, Skirsgill Gardens, Penrith. 
E. Cave, 9 Brunton Crescent, Carlisle. 
*E.P. Ecroyd, Low House, Armathwaite, Carlisle. 
*E.H. Fleming Smith, Hawksdale Hall, Dalston, Carlisle. 
B. Irving, 22 Moss Rigg, Morton, Carlisle. 
L. Heyworth, Roseneath, Station Road, Brampton, Carlisle. 
J.S. Marshall, Little Cross, Appleby,Cumbria. 
*Wm. McKenna, Edens Brows, Armathwaite, Carlisle. 
Capt. J.G. Milne Home, Irvine House, Canobie, Dumfriesshire. 
South and West Cumberland 
F. Bunting, 30 Dent Road, Mireliouse, Whitehaven. 
*W.F. Hobson, Hillside, Cockermouth. 
A.C. Matthews, 6 Wastwater Rise, Seascale. 
G.B. Sedgwick, 8 Belle Vue, Cockermouth. 
J.C. Wade, Hillcrest, Whitehaven. 
R.C. Williams, West Lodge, Rheda, Frizington. 
G.N.F. Wingate, O.B.E., D.L., Bridge End House, Cockermouth. 
Lune, Wyre and Furness 
W. Bailey, 10 Mallowdale Road, Lancaster. 
R. Barratt, Cowmire Hall, Crosthwaite, Kendal. 
R.A. Challenor, White House, Barbon, Carnforth. 
C.H. Cheetham, Low House, Windermere. 
Major N. Clarkson Webb, Buckstone House, Carnforth. 
*J.M. Croft, Orchard Farm, 115 Whittingham Lane, Barton, Preston. 
*J.H. Fell, White Gates, Backbarrow, Ulverston. 
A.L. Harris, 12 Eden Park, Lancaster. 
L. Hill, 39 Kendal Green, Kendal. 
South Lancs. 
T.A.F. Barnes, Woodplumpton House, Woodplurapton, Nr. Preston. 
*T.A. Blackledge, 16 FLorence Street, Wigan. 
Dr. R.B. Broughton, 192* Lang worthy Road, Sal ford, M6 5PP, 
*R.D. Houghton, 13/15 Winckley Street, Preston. 
J. Johnson, 97 Liverpool Road North, Maghull. 
R.K. Wiseman, 5 Ribblesdale Place, Barrowford. 
ITEM 6 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
SOUTH AND WEST CUMBERLAND FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
3RD JUNE, 1974 
WATER QUALITY REPRESENTATION ON LOCAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
The Authority have agreed in principle that the Local Fisheries Advisory 
Committees wight be strengthened to include one or two persons knowledgeable 
in the quality aspects of surface waters in addition to those already appointed 
with "fishery" experience. This proposal has the support of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. 
The Chairman of the Authority will therefore in due course be inviting 
such number of persons as, after consulting the Chairman of the Regional 
Fisheries Advisory Committee, he considers it appropriate, to become members 
of the Local Fisheries Advisory Co&uittees for the purpose of considering the 
quality aspects of surface waters and making suggestions to the Water Quality 
Panel of the Authority. 
However, before taking any action in the matter the Chairman is anxious 
to know whether the Local Committees wish to suggest any names for consideration 
from within their respective areas. 
IITEM 7 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
SOUTH AND WEST CUMBERLAND FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
3RD JUNE, 1974 
MEMBERS' ALLOWANCE 
The Authority's policy relating to the payment of members allowances 
is set oat hereunder for the Committee's information 
1. Following guidance received from the Department of the Environment, 
the Water Authority have considered the question of allowances payable 
to members of Water Authorities and to representatives on Advisory 
Committees. As will be appreciated, there will be a variety of Advisory 
Committees meeting at Dawson House and elsewhere, some of them consisting 
mainly of people who are not members of the water authority, including, 
of course, the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee and the five Local 
Committees. 
2. The Water Authority have decided that the following arrangements 
should apply to representatives of Advisory Committees:-
(a) the rates of travel and subsistance would be as set 
out in the Appendix to this Report. 
(b) financial loss allowance would be claimable in 
appropriate circumstances by both Authority members 
and non-Authority members. 
(c) when Advisory Committees meet at Dawson House, meals 
could be provided, the members paying the cost thereof 
and claiming an appropriate subsistence allowance. 
(d) when Advisory Committees meet elsewhere, subsistence 
would normally be paid if claimed. 
3. The Appendix attached hereto sets out the approved Travelling 
Expenses, Subsistence Allowances and financial Loss Allowance. 
Appendix 
ALLOWANCES TO MEMBERS OF WATER AUTHORITIES 
(On and After 28th February, 1974) 
Travelling Expenses 
Travel by Public Service 
First-Class Fare. 
Travel by Taxi-cab 
In the case of urgency or where no public transport is reasonably 
available the actual fare plus reasonable gratuity. 
Travel by own Motor Vehicle 
The rate for travel shall not exceed 2.5p per mile unless such travel 
(a) Results in a substantial saving of the member's time or 
(b) is in the interests of the body; or 
(c) is otherwise reasonable, 
in which case the rate shall not exceed 
for a motor car exceeding 500 c.c. but not exceeding 999 c.c. 6.4p per mile 
for a motor car exceeding 999 c.c, but not exceeding 1199 c.c. 6.9p per mile 
for a motor car exceeding 1199 c.c. 7.8p per maile. 
The rate may be increased for each passenger not exceeding four 
(a) where the rate payable does not exceed 2.5p a mile by not more than 
0.5p per mile. 
(b) where any other rate is payable, by not mora than 0.2p per mile. 
In the case of absence over-night, not more than 12.5p per night may 
charged for garaging a car. 
Subsistence Allowances 
The rate of subsistence allowance shall not exceed:-
fa) In the case of an absence, not involving an absence over-night, 
from the usual place of residence 
(i) of more than h but not more than 8 hours, £1.35p 
(ii) of more than 8 but not more than 12 hours, £2.40p 
(iii) of more than 12 but not more than 16 hourra,£3.40p 
(iv) of more than 16 hours, £4.05p 
In the case of an absence over-night from the usual place of 
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residence, £8.65 with 80p extra for meeting in London. 
Financial Loss Allowance 
The amount which a member of a Water Authority shall be entitled to be paid 
by way of financial loss allowance in respect of any one period of 24 hours. 
shall not exceed:-
(a) Where the period of time over which earnings are lost or additional 
expenses (other than expense on account of travelling or' subsistence) 
Is incurred is not more than 4 hours, the sum of £2,75, or 
(b) Where the said period of time is more than 4 hours the sun of £5.50p. 
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY ITEM 8. 
SOUTH AND WEST CUMBERLAND FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
3RD JUNE,1974 
FISHERIES - ESTIMATES 197-75 
The relevant extract from the Authority's Estimates for the current year 
detailing the anticipated income and expenditure on fisheries is set out 
hereunder for members informations:-
The Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee, at their meeting held on 
29th April,1974, considered the Byelaws operating at the present time 
in the areas of the Cumberland and Lancashire River Units. There are no 
Fishery Byelaws in operation within the area of the Mersey and Weaver 
River Unit. 
The Code of Fishery Byelaws for the Lancashire River Unit was compiled in 
1971 by the Lancashire River Authority and came into effect, following 
a Public Inquiry and confirmation by the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Food, on 1st July, 1972. 
The Cumberland River Authority produced a new Code of Fishing Byelaws 
during the latter part of 1973 and these Byelaws are currently awaiting 
the Minister's confirmation. The Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 
have recommended that the Minister be requested to refrain from confirming 
these Byelaws, since it is intended to carry out a review of all the existing 
Byelaws within the Authority's area, with a view to. achieving as a great a 
degree of standardisation as is compatible with the requirements of the 
local fisheries interests. To this end, and as a first step, a Working Party 
of officers has now been set up to consider this question. This Working Party 
will , in due course, prepare and subir.it a report embodying appropriate 
recommendations to the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee who will no 
doubt subsequently refer the report to oh ox' the local Committees for their 
consideration and comment. 
At this stage no action is required by the Advisory Committee and this report 
is. submitted for i n f o r m a t i o n . 
In October, 1971, the Association, through its Executive Council, set up 
a Working Party whose terms of reference were as follows:-
(a) To examine the practices and customs relating to the 
trapping and netting of migratory fish. 
(b) To investigate the effects of such practices on the well-
being of migratory fisheries. 
(c) To review matters relating to the taking of migratory fish 
and to recommend ways of improving the fisheries in England 
and Wales in the light of change. 
The Working Party has now completed its deliberations and a copy of the 
published report entitled "Taking Stock" has been circulated to each member 
of this Committee. 
The Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee at their meeting held on 29th 
April, resolved that -
"The local Fisheries Advisory Committees be invited to consider the 
- report and submit their observations thereon, to the meeting of the 
Regional Committee on the 30th September, 1974." 
Members will no doubt wish to study the report carefully before 
commenting thereon and it is, therefore, suggested that consideration 
of this matter be deferred until the next meeting of this Committee. 
THURSDAY, 25TH APRIL, 1974. 
At 1034 hours on Thursday, 25th April,1974, Cumbria Fire Authority were called 
to a serious farm fire at Marron House Farm, Ullock, occupied by Mr. T.G. 
Mattinson. The farm stands on high ground some 30-40 yards to the East of the 
River Marron. A barn containing tons of hay and 30 tons of Fison(s Regular 
25 fer-tiliser was ablaze. The stated analysis of the fertiliser is 29.0% Nitrogen, 
4.8% soluble Phosphoric Acid, 0.2% insoluble Phosphoric Acid and 5% Potash. 
Approximately half of the fertiliser was salvaged and therefore about 15 tons 
were affected by the fire quenching operation. The Fire Authority estimates that 
some 135,000 gallons of water taken from the river was used to extinguish the 
blaze and the majority of this water drained to the river. The Authority's river 
gauging station at NY 074237 (some 300-400 yards upstream of the fire site) 
indicated a river flow of 0.163 m3/s (3.09 million gallons/day). 
The Fishery Inspector of the Cumberland River Unit was advised of a serious fish 
kill at 1900 hours and bailiffs investigated and subsequently notified the Unit 
Fisheries Officer at 2100 hours. In turn the Fisheries Officer notified the 
Water Quality Officer at 2115 hours. 
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Major abstractors on the River Derwent were notified, of the incident and the 
West Cumbria Water Supply Unit stopped pumping from the river for several 
hours. The Manager is reporting separately to the Director of Operations. 
The Fishery Inspector has reported upon the extent of the fish mortality which 
is extremely severe. He calculated that 6,600 Brown Trout, 3,075 Salmon Parr, 
2,725 Salmon Smolts, 3,275 Sea Trout Smolts and Sea Trout Kelts were lost -
some 15,600 in total. The actual total of dead, fish removed by Bailiffs numbered 
between 13000 and 14000. 
It was estimated that 25% of the dead fish were not removed as they were in 
deeper pools or lost to predators. The further point is made that this year's 
fry are not included and they could be expected to produce some 5,000 1 to 2 
year old fish, giving an anticipated loss of some 20,000 salmonids. 
The Chief Fire Officer for the Cumbria Force has agreed to give early notification 
in future, of serious fires which could give rise to river .pollution. 
The question of re-stocking the river arises, and may prove to be a somewhat 
complex matter. It is understood that the Fire Authority cannot be held responsible 
unless actual negligence can be proved, which, in this instance, is thought to 
be untenable. 
It is possible that the farmer's insurers may accept a claim for re-stocking 
but the position with regard to riparian owners is somewhat clouded, and further 
enquiries are in hand. Any further information will be reported to the Committee 
verbally. 
Mr. G.N.F. Wingate has submitted the following comments for the Committee's 
consideration:-
(i) During 1973 there were insufficient Bailiffs on the establishment of 
the Cumberland River Unit to contain the problem of poaching. Mr. 
Wingate retains some doubt as to whether the staff, which has now 
been strengthened, will prove sufficient. 
(ii) The appointment of Honorary Bailiffs and part-time Bailiffs (e.g. 
Students) would be advantageous. 
j (iii) Legal proceedings against alleged offenders should be initiated and 
brought before the Courts with the minimum delay possible. 
Mr. Wingate states that Magistrates would appear to hold the view that if there 
is no urgency in getting a case heard, then the offence cannot be considered to 
be of a serious nature and in his view this is reflected in the penalties imposed 
by the Magistrates. 
When evidence is given after a lapse of time possibly extending over some months, 
it cannot be as clear and concise as it should be. 
For members information, the current system obtaining in the Cumberland River Unit 
area is to employ private solicitors (three separate firms are retained) to conduct 
fishery prosecutions on the Authority's behalf. The normal processing system allows 
for the relevant prosecution papers to be passed to the appropriate solicitor within 
l4 days of the alleged offence being detected. Court proceedings would, in the normal 
course of events, then take place within 28 days thereafter. 
The Regional Fisheries Officer comments that, with regard to Bailiffing, past, 
experience has revealed that it is extremely difficult to recruit a Bailiff force 
and keep it up to full strength, particularly in an industrial area where it is 
necessary to compete with the greater financial incentives available to employees 
engaged in industry. 
It is felt that the appointment of Honorary Bailiffs could serve a useful - if 
somewhat limited - function, but it is considered that any decision relating to 
such appointments should essentially be a matter for Unit Fisheries Officers 
to determine. 
